Fear

jinx turning into
reality, says analyst
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MSM Malaysia aims to raise export volume

BY GHO CHEE YUAN

BUTTERWORTH: Having cement-
ed its leading position in the do-
mestic sugar industry, MSM Ma-
laysia Holdings Bhd is pumping
in some RM110 million this year
to up the operating efficiencies of
its existing sugar plants to further
extend its international footprint.

The country’s largest sugar pro-
ducer by market share — it con-
trols 64% of local sugar sales —
currently has two sugar refining
plants, one each in Prai, Penang,
and Perlis — from which it pro-
duces 1.2 million tonnes of sugar

ayear with raw materials sourced
from Brazil, Australia and Thailand.

The group is in the process of
upgrading its Prai refinery plant
— together with its warehouse in
Sungai Buloh, Selangor, and ex-
pects the upgrading works to be
completed within the next three
years.

“Upon completion, our plant’s
manufacturing process will be
more efficient and more relia-
ble,” MSM chief operating officer
Jason P Hendroff told pressmen
after a media familiarisation visit
yesterday.

He added that the upgrading

exercise involves debottlenecking
in Prai and expansion at the Sungai
Buloh warehouse, after which the
latter should see its capacity dou-
ble to 10,000 tonnes by 2017 from
5,000 tonnes now.

Nextyear, the group intends to
allocate some RM20 million to its
Prai plant to acquire new machin-
ery, said Hendroff.

Meanwhile, the group is target-
ing to increase its export volume
once its third refinery — the RM1.1
billion Tanjung Langsat plant in
Johor that is now under construc-
tion — is up and running by the
third quarter of 2017.
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SUMMARIES

A year with raw materials sourced from Brazil, Australia and Thailand. The group is in the process of upgrading its Prai
refinery plant — together with its warehouse in Sungai Buloh, Selangor, and expects the upgrading works to be
completed within the next three years. "Upon completion, our plant's manufacturing process will be more efficient and
more reliable," MSM chief operating officer Jason P Hendroff told pressmen after a media familiarisation visit yesterday.



